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Letter from the Internal Medicine Chair 

Dear Friends— 

I am very pleased to bring to you the Department of Internal Medicine’s Annual Research 
Productivity Report for 2026.   

First of all, let me take this opportunity to thank our faculty, residents and fellows for their hard work 
and clinical service during the past year. The Department had an extremely productive year with 
101 peer-reviewed publications, one major textbook, 5 textbook chapters and a number of 
regional and national presentations. While the number of publications remains impressive and is 
an important metric, what impresses me is the quality of the articles and the high-impact journals 
they are published in. Let me take this opportunity to congratulate our faculty, residents and 
fellows, who despite an extremely busy clinical workload continue to excel in other academic 
endeavors, namely teaching and research. I would also like to thank Dr. Jerzy Sarosiek for his 
tireless efforts to promote research amongst our faculty, residents and medical students and being 
a resource to them.  

I am happy to note that our house staff remain extremely productive and reflect their commitment, 
enthusiasm and also mentoring/guidance by our amazing program directors. Our faculty received 
research funding from both public and private sources, and the clinical research enterprise 
continues to grow under the stewardship of  Ms. Christina Bracamontes. 

I hope next year Internal Medicine will be even more productive, and each and every one of us will 
need to put in the effort to make this possible.  Of note, a QR code on the front of this report will 
take you to the electronic version of this report.  

Finally, I wish all of you a fun and productive summer and fall season! 

 

Debabrata Mukherjee, M.D., M.S., MSCAI 

Chair, Department of Internal Medicine 
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PubMed Publications TTUHSC El Paso Dept of Internal Medicine 2025-2026* 

IM Faculty Member 

PUBMED PEER REVIEW PUBLICATIONS 

JOURNAL ARTICLES, ORIGINAL INVESTIGATIONS 

1. Al Souz J, Wei Y, Cui C, Qu R, Choi JY, Wang F, Moioffer SJ, Barrett J, Chernova I, Nadella M, 
Siniscalco ER, Moeckel G, Joshi NS, Chen PM, Arazi A; Accelerating Medicines Partnership: RA/SLE 
Network; Ho YC, Craft J. Organ injury in systemic autoimmunity is mediated by stem-like CD8+ T 
cells arising from tissue-draining lymph nodes. Immunity. 2026 Jun 9;59(6):1667-1687.e15. doi: 
10.1016/j.immuni.2026.03.022. Epub 2026 Apr 20. PMID: 42013863; PMCID: PMC13120732. 

2. Ang SP, Chia JE, Iglesias J, Jahangirli K, Mukherjee D. Sociodemographic and Hospital-Level 
Disparities in Cardiovascular Hospitalizations Among Adults With Systemic Lupus Erythematosus: 
A Retrospective Cohort Study. Int J Rheum Dis. 2025 Sep;28(9):e70416. doi: 10.1111/1756-
185x.70416. PMID: 40985327; PMCID: PMC12455691. 

3. Ang SP, Chia JE, Iglesias J, Krittanawong C, Tangsrivimol JA, Khalid U, Mukherjee D. Sex-Specific 
Trends and Differences in Clinical Outcomes Among Young Patients With Ischemic Stroke. 
Angiology. 2025 Dec 8:33197251392666. doi: 10.1177/00033197251392666. Epub ahead of print. 
PMID: 41361928. 

4. Ang SP, Chia JE, Krittanawong C, Gregory B, Thirupathy U, Jaiswal V, Hanif M, Alam M, Iglesias J, 
Mukherjee D. Trends, Characteristics, and Outcomes of Percutaneous Coronary Intervention 
Among Kidney Transplant Recipients. Angiology. 2026 Mar 10:33197261425811. doi: 
10.1177/00033197261425811. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41805379. 

5. Ark TK, DeWitt DE, Zabar S, Green E, Dodson L, Prunuske J, Crowe R, Ownby AR, Fairbrother H, 
Francis M, Schaye V, Nicholson J, Wargo E, Henderson A, Kalet AL. How Ready Are Our Near-
Graduates for Internship? Data from Seven Medical Schools. Med Sci Educ. 2026 Feb 14;36(2):785-
794. doi: 10.1007/s40670-026-02669-9. PMID: 42183448; PMCID: PMC13197511. 

6. Chia JE, Ang SP, Chozet L, Lee E, Iglesias J. COVID-19 and diabetic ketoacidosis: National 
outcomes, predictors, and resource utilization in the United States. J Diabetes Investig. 2026 
Mar;17(3):535-541. doi: 10.1111/jdi.70217. Epub 2026 Jan 20. PMID: 41556100; PMCID: 
PMC12950915. 

7. Creager MA, Barnes GD, Giri J, Mukherjee D, Jones WS, Burnett AE, Carman T, Casanegra AI, 
Castellucci LA, Clark SM, Cushman M, de Wit K, Eaves JM, Fang MC, Goldberg JB, Henkin S, 
Johnston-Cox H, Kadavath S, Kadian-Dodov D, Keeling WB, Klein AJP, Li J, McDaniel MC, Moores 
LK, Piazza G, Prenger KS, Pugliese SC, Ranade M, Rosovsky RP, Russo F, Secemsky EA, Sista AK, 
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Tefera L, Weinberg I, Westafer LM, Young MN. 2026 
AHA/ACC/ACCP/ACEP/CHEST/SCAI/SHM/SIR/SVM/SVN Guideline for the Evaluation and 
Management of Acute Pulmonary Embolism in Adults: A Report of the American College of 
Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines. J Am 
Coll Cardiol. 2026 Apr 7;87(13):1626-1710. doi: 10.1016/j.jacc.2025.11.005. Epub 2026 Feb 19. 
PMID: 41712898. 

 
8. Duggal S, Kalas M, Jurado A, Mendoza E, Mahapatra S, Garrison K, Zuckerman MJ, Robles A. 

Factors associated with refractory ascites and spontaneous bacterial peritonitis in a 
predominantly Hispanic population: A retrospective analysis. World J Gastrointest Pathophysiol. 
2025 Sep 22;16(3):108842. doi: 10.4291/wjgp.v16.i3.108842. PMID: 41024981; PMCID: 
PMC12476636. 

 
9. Duggal S, Khattar S, Kattamuri L, Batheja M, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. Impact of Clostridioides 

difficile Infection on Clinical Outcomes in Hospitalized Patients With Inflammatory Bowel Disease: 
A Nationwide Analysis. J Clin Gastroenterol. 2025 Dec 31. doi: 10.1097/MCG.0000000000002323. 
Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41474633. 

10. Duggal S, Kattamuri L, Sairam S. Three-year outcomes of tumor necrosis factor alpha inhibitor 
therapy in rheumatoid arthritis patients with elevated liver enzymes. World J Hepatol. 2025 Jul 
27;17(7):108051. doi: 10.4254/wjh.v17.i7.108051. PMID: 40747221; PMCID: PMC12308560. 

11. Eisele M, Ceccacci A, Gupta M, Heer E, Elhanafi S, Ngamruengphong S, Thosani N, Iannuzzi J, 
Kumar P, Belletrutti P, Gill R, Forbes N. Effectiveness and safety of endoscopic submucosal 
dissection for residual or recurrent colorectal neoplasia: Meta-analysis. Endosc Int Open. 2025 Jul 
1;13:a26060982. doi: 10.1055/a-2606-0982. PMID: 40611847; PMCID: PMC12223960. 
 

12. Eldesouki MH, Elfert K, Abusalim AR, Abdallfatah A, Abusuliman M, Ali MA, Dacosta TJ, 
Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. Safety and Outcomes of Endoscopic and Radiologic Guided 
Placement of Percutaneous Gastrostomy Tube: A US Collaborative Network Study. J Clin 
Gastroenterol. 2025 Dec 2. doi: 10.1097/MCG.0000000000002298. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
41397151. 

13. Eldesouki MH, Elgozair M, Alkasabrah O, Ibrahim A, Youssef MY, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. 
Safety of percutaneous gastrostomy tube placement in patients with cirrhosis: a multicenter 
matched cohort study. Eur J Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2026 May 8. doi: 
10.1097/MEG.0000000000003213. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42214010. 

14. Elfert K, Abusuliman M, Eldesouki M, Ahmed OT, Abosheaishaa H, Beran A, Mohamed M, Nassar 
M, Singh S, Elhanafi S. The Impact of Chronic Pancreatitis Etiology on Clinical Outcomes: A 
Population-Based Propensity-Matched Analysis. Gastroenterology Res. 2025 Dec 20;18(6):269-
275. doi: 10.14740/gr2050. PMID: 41488824; PMCID: PMC12758045. 
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15. Elfert K, Ismail A, Abusuliman M, Eldesouki M, Aloum K, Kloub M, Elghayesh M, Passalacqua K, 
Abosheaishaa H, Nassar M, Kupec J, Krafft M, Elhanafi SE. Safety of Esophageal Dilation 
Procedures in Patients on Antithrombotic Therapy: A Propensity-Matched Cohort Study. Am J 
Gastroenterol. 2025 Aug 20. doi: 10.14309/ajg.0000000000003732. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
40833435. 

16. Gannon WD, Teijeiro-Paradis R, Prekker ME, Vogelsong MA, Schwartz GS, Odish MF, Nickel NP, 
Bloom SL, Hansen SJ, Fielding-Singh V, Blough B, Owens RL, Valles R, Adkisson WS, Alvis BD, 
Bacchetta M, Ford DJ, Gaudio SC, Jelly CA, Landsperger JS, Lingle K, Noblit CC, Rice TW, Del Sorbo 
L, Stokes JW, Stollings JL, Van Winkle G, Wang L, Imhoff B, Shotwell MS, Fan E, Semler MW, Casey 
JD; ECMO-Free Investigators and the Pragmatic Critical Care Research Group. Protocol and 
Statistical Analysis Plan for the ECMO-Free Trial: A Multicenter Randomized Controlled Trial. 
medRxiv [Preprint]. 2025 Dec 2:2025.12.01.25341410. doi: 10.64898/2025.12.01.25341410. PMID: 
41404271; PMCID: PMC12704628. 

17. Garrison KR, Chavez LO, Taclob JA, Robles A, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. The clinical utility 
and outcomes of Hemospray as primary versus salvage therapeutic modality for endoscopic 
hemostasis: A retrospective cohort study. J Investig Med. 2026 May 5:10815589261451201. doi: 
10.1177/10815589261451201. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42087539. 

18. Hasler WL, Abell T, Attaluri A, Chey WD, Cline M, Gearry RB, Gibson PR, Ho V, Lee AA, Lembo AJ, 
Masoud A, McCallum R, Moshiree B, Quigley EMM, Rao SSC, Sanchez M, Sarosiek I, Stocker A, 
Surjanhata B, Thwaites PA, Zhou J, Kuo B. Accelerometric Assessment of Gastric Contractility 
Using the Atmo Wireless Motility Capsule. Neurogastroenterol Motil. 2026 Feb;38(2):e70255. doi: 
10.1111/nmo.70255. PMID: 41672928. 

19. Hoover PJ, Eisenhaure TM, Hodgin J, Apruzzese W, Mears J, Peters M, Jones T, Shah SI, Kamal H, 
Leavitt R, Jackson SW, Danaher P, Rao DA, Xiao Q, Gurajala S, Ai J, Fava A, Berthier CC, Horisberger 
A, Barnas JL, Izmirly PM, Belmont HM, Clancy R, Furie R, Aranow C, Guthridge JM, Dall'Era M, 
Wofsy D, Kamen DL, Kalunian KC, McMahon MA, Grossman J, Payan-Schober F, Hildeman DA, 
Woodle ES, Putterman C, Kretzler M, Clark MR, Raychaudhuri S, James JA, Anolik JH, Petri MA, 
Buyon JP; Accelerating Medicines Partnership (AMP) RA/SLE Network; Diamond B, Davidson A, 
Hacohen N, Arazi A. Deep profiling of lupus nephritis kidneys reveals dynamic changes in myeloid 
cells associated with disease progression. Ann Rheum Dis. 2026 Apr 28:S0003-4967(26)00149-4. 
doi: 10.1016/j.ard.2026.03.004. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42055919. 

20. Horisberger A, Griffith A, Keegan J, Arazi A, Pulford J, Murzin E, Howard K, Hancock B, Fava A, 
Sasaki T, Ghosh T, Inamo J, Beuschel R, Cao Y, Preisinger K, Gutierrez-Arcelus M, Eisenhaure TM, 
Guthridge J, Hoover PJ, Dall'Era M, Wofsy D, Kamen DL, Kalunian KC, Furie R, Belmont M, Izmirly 
P, Clancy R, Hildeman D, Woodle ES, Apruzzese W, McMahon MA, Grossman J, Barnas JL, Payan-
Schober F, Ishimori M, Weisman M, Kretzler M, Berthier CC, Hodgin JB, Demeke DS, Putterman 
C; Accelerating Medicines Partnership Rheumatoid Arthritis and Systemic Lupus Erythematosus 
(AMP RA/SLE) Network; Brenner MB, Anolik JH, Raychaudhuri S, Hacohen N, James JA, Davidson 
A, Petri MA, Buyon JP, Diamond B, Zhang F, Lederer JA, Rao DA. Blood immunophenotyping 
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identifies distinct kidney histopathology and outcomes in patients with lupus nephritis. J Clin 
Invest. 2025 Jun 19;135(16):e181034. doi: 10.1172/JCI181034. PMID: 40536813; PMCID: 
PMC12352894. 

21. Kalas MA, Chavez LO, Al-Bayati I, Casner N, Dwivedi AK, Elhanafi SE, Zuckerman MJ. 
Randomized crossover trial comparing through-the-scope balloon enteroscopy via colonoscope 
with standard colonoscopy on depth of ileal insertion. IGIE. 2025 Jun 26;4(3):242-248. doi: 
10.1016/j.igie.2025.06.002. PMID: 41647388; PMCID: PMC12850751. 

22. Mancini GBJ, Lincoff AM, Goldberg AC, Broestl C, Li N, Duell PB, Laufs U, Catapano AL, Leiter LA, 
Banach M, Herout PM, Nicholls SJ, Bloedon L, Powell HA, Nissen SE, Mukherjee D. Efficacy and 
Safety of Bempedoic Acid in Patients Aged ≥75 Years Stratified by Varying Statin Exposure: Results 
From Phase 3 Studies of Bempedoic Acid. J Am Heart Assoc. 2026 Jun 23:e047897. doi: 
10.1161/JAHA.125.047897. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42333640. 

23. Murguia AR, Segovia F, Ayvali F, Brockman M, Prakash S, Singh V, Dwivedi AK, Rajachandran M, 
Mukherjee D, Nickel NP. Evaluation of Four Validated Risk Scores to Predict Outcomes in 
Hispanic Patients With Acute Pulmonary Embolism. Angiology. 2025 Aug;76(7):629-636. doi: 
10.1177/00033197241230716. Epub 2024 Jan 30. PMID: 38290712. 

24. Otto CM, Abdullah AR, Davis LL, Ferrari VA, Fremes S, Mukherjee D, Prestera L, Ziaeian B. 2025 
ACC/AHA Clinical Practice Guidelines Core Principles and Development Process: A Report of the 
American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice 
Guidelines. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2026 Mar 10;87(9):1165-1176. doi: 10.1016/j.jacc.2025.06.013. Epub 
2025 Sep 25. PMID: 41003463. 

25. Ndumele CE, Rodriguez F, Dixon DL, Khan SS, Mukherjee D, Bajaj M, Bangalore S, Bozkurt B, 
Breathett K, Clarke SL, de Boer IH, Ellison DH, Evangelista LS, Heffron SP, Kazi DS, Kulshreshtha A, 
Lingvay I, Low Wang CC, Mercado CA, Morton JM, Neeland IJ, Pagidipati N, Powell-Wiley TM, 
Rangaswami J, Rao G, Reza N, Saeed A, St Peter W, Starks JB, Sterling M, Talbot AW, Tran AH, 
Tuttle KR, VanWagner LB, Vest AR, Virani SS. 2026 AHA/ACC/ADA/ASN Guideline for the 
Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management of Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic 
Syndrome: A Report of the American College of Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint 
Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines. J Am Coll Cardiol. 2026 Jun 9;87(22S):e1889-e2007. 
doi: 10.1016/j.jacc.2026.03.056. PMID: 42265997. 

26. Parkman HP, Wilson LA, Hasler WL, Grover M, Chumpitazi BP, Burton-Murray H, Sarosiek I, 
Moshiree B, Preidis GA, Shulman RJ, Miriel LA, Shade D, Kuo B, McCallum RW, Abell TL, Pasricha 
PJ; NIDDK Gastroparesis Clinical Research Consortium. Predominant Symptom in Gastroparesis: 
Relationships to Quality of Life, Treatments, and Outcome. Neurogastroenterol Motil. 2026 
Mar;38(3):e70287. doi: 10.1111/nmo.70287. PMID: 41833524; PMCID: PMC12989318. 

27. Pustake M, Deoker S, Garikiparthy V, Sharma K, Kattamuri L, Deoker A, Deol A. Platelet 
Transfusion Is Associated With Increased Thrombosis and In-Hospital Mortality Among Patients 
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Hospitalized With Platelet Consumptive Disorders. Eur J Haematol. 2026 Jul;117(1):245-257. doi: 
10.1111/ejh.70165. Epub 2026 Apr 8. PMID: 41948947. 

28. Sakaue S; Accelerating Medicines Partnership®: RA/SLE Network; Raychaudhuri S. Early and late 
RNA eQTL are driven by different genetic mechanisms. Nat Commun. 2026 Apr 25. doi: 
10.1038/s41467-026-72139-8. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 42034632. 
 

29. Sarosiek I, Bashashati M, Davis BR, Espino K, Vasquez D, Torelli R, Bright T, Sarosiek J, Diaz JR, 
Padilla O, Dwivedi AK, McCallum RW. Combined Gastric Electrical Stimulation and Pyloroplasty 
in Gastroparesis: A Randomized Clinical Trial. JAMA Netw Open. 2025 Dec 1;8(12):e2546332. doi: 
10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2025.46332. PMID: 41364437; PMCID: PMC12690432. 

30. Sarosiek I, Bashashati M, Gonzalez Z, Bright T, Espino K, Forster J, Aguirre K, Sarosiek J, Diaz J, 
Padilla O, Davis B, McCallum R. The long-term outcomes of combining pyloroplasty with gastric 
electrical stimulation in drug-refractory gastroparesis: A prospective single-arm trial. J Investig 
Med. 2025 Aug 8:10815589251366904. doi: 10.1177/10815589251366904. Epub ahead of print. 
PMID: 40778689. 

31. Sugiarto NW, Gurajala S, Curtis M, Eisenhaure TM, Arazi A, Fava A, Xiao Q, Mears J, Rovin B, 
Berthier CC, Zhao Y, Izmirly PM, Barnas JL, Hoover PJ, Peters M, Raychowdhury R, Horisberger A, 
Sakaue S, Furie RA, Belmont HM, Hildeman DA, Woodle ES, Dall'Era M, Putterman C, Kamen DL, 
McMahon MA, Grossman J, Kalunian KC, Hodgin JB, Payan-Schober F, Apruzzese W, Perlman H, 
Cuda CM, Wofsy D, Guthridge JM, Anolik JH, James JA; Accelerating Medicines Partnerships 
Rheumatoid Arthritis/Systemic Lupus Erythematosus; Rao DA, Davidson A, Petri MA, Buyon JP, 
Hacohen N, Diamond B, Raychaudhuri S. A population-scale atlas of blood and tissue in lupus 
nephritis. bioRxiv [Preprint]. 2026 Apr 2:2025.08.11.669754. doi: 10.1101/2025.08.11.669754. 
PMID: 41959244; PMCID: PMC13060338. 

32. Tatro ES, Elhanafi SE, Adler DG, Stuart AC, Zuckerman MJ. Device failures and patient-related 
adverse events with small bowel capsule endoscopy: a 20-year MAUDE database analysis. Ann 
Gastroenterol. 2025 Sep-Oct;38(5):497-504. doi: 10.20524/aog.2025.0988. Epub 2025 Aug 12. 
PMID: 40937063; PMCID: PMC12421367. 

33. Trivedi B, Mares A, Kattamuri L, Reddy SB, Mukherjee D, Harindranathan P, Hechanova A, 
Edwards B, Dwivedi AK, Deoker A. EXPRESS: Effectiveness of a Social Justice Curriculum 
Intervention on Cultural Competency among Internal Medicine Residents. J Investig Med. 2025 
Dec 2:10815589251406266. doi: 10.1177/10815589251406266. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
41328779. 

 
34. Writing Committee Members; Creager MA, Barnes GD, Giri J, Mukherjee D, Jones WS, Burnett 

AE, Carman T, Casanegra AI, Castellucci LA, Clark SM, Cushman M, de Wit K, Eaves JM, Fang MC, 
Goldberg JB, Henkin S, Johnston-Cox H, Kadavath S, Kadian-Dodov D, Keeling WB, Klein AJP, Li 
J, McDaniel MC, Moores LK, Piazza G, Prenger KS, Pugliese SC, Ranade M, Rosovsky RP, Russo F, 
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Secemsky EA, Sista AK, Tefera L, Weinberg I, Westafer LM, Young MN. 2026 
AHA/ACC/ACCP/ACEP/CHEST/SCAI/SHM/SIR/SVM/SVN Guideline for the Evaluation and 
Management of Acute Pulmonary Embolism in Adults: A Report of the American College of 
Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines. 
Circulation. 2026 Mar 24;153(12):e977-e1051. doi: 10.1161/CIR.0000000000001415. Epub 2026 
Feb 19. PMID: 41712677. 

35. Writing Committee Members; Ndumele CE, Rodriguez F, Dixon DL, Khan SS, Mukherjee D, Bajaj 
M, Bangalore S, Bozkurt B, Breathett K, Clarke SL, de Boer IH, Ellison DH, Evangelista LS, Heffron 
SP, Kazi DS, Kulshreshtha A, Lingvay I, Low Wang CC, Mercado CA, Morton JM, Neeland IJ, 
Pagidipati N, Powell-Wiley TM, Rangaswami J, Rao G, Reza N, Saeed A, St Peter W, Starks JB, 
Sterling M, Talbot AW, Tran AH, Tuttle KR, VanWagner LB, Vest AR, Virani SS. 2026 
AHA/ACC/ADA/ASN Guideline for the Prevention, Detection, Evaluation, and Management of 
Cardiovascular-Kidney-Metabolic Syndrome: A Report of the American College of 
Cardiology/American Heart Association Joint Committee on Clinical Practice Guidelines. 
Circulation. 2026 Jun 9. doi: 10.1161/CIR.0000000000001453. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 
42263157. 

36. Zhu Y, Sarosiek I, Sun Y, Yin J, Abell T, Nojkov B, McCallum R, Chen JDZ. Transcutaneous 
Electrical Acustimulation Improves Gastroparesis Symptoms and Ameliorates Gastric Pace-
Making Activity in Patients With Diabetic Gastroparesis. Neurogastroenterol Motil. 2025 
Dec;37(12):e70184. doi: 10.1111/nmo.70184. Epub 2025 Oct 22. PMID: 41122997; PMCID: 
PMC12623268. 

37. Zuckerman MJ, Michael M, Bashashati M, Dwivedi AK, Casner NA, Othman MO, Elhanafi SE. 
Single balloon enteroscopy in the elderly. World J Gastrointest Endosc. 2025 Aug 
16;17(8):107867. doi: 10.4253/wjge.v17.i8.107867. PMID: 40838160; PMCID: PMC12362580. 

REVIEWS / META ANALYSIS 

38. Agrawal H, Dubey P, Tewari J, Neupane S, Singh V, Shunk K, Perera M, Dwivedi AK, Mukherjee 
D. Outcomes in provisional one-stent versus dedicated two-stent coronary bifurcation stenting 
techniques: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Egypt Heart J. 2026 Jun 16;78(1):45. doi: 
10.1186/s43044-026-00757-0. PMID: 42301548; PMCID: PMC13272726. 
 

39. Alex SA, George NK, Guardiola J, Clegg D. The Threat of Micro-/Nanoplastics to Male Fertility: A 
Review of the Data and the Importance of Future Research. Int J Mol Sci. 2025 Nov 
26;26(23):11457. doi: 10.3390/ijms262311457. PMID: 41373614; PMCID: PMC12692468. 
 

40. Ang SP, Chia JE, Lima BB, Iglesias J, Lee E, Krittanawong C, Alam M, Mukherjee D. 
Mineralocorticoid receptor antagonists for acute myocardial infarction: a systematic review and 
meta-analysis of randomised controlled trials. Open Heart. 2025 Dec 18;12(2):e003717. doi: 
10.1136/openhrt-2025-003717. PMID: 41419230; PMCID: PMC12716514. 
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41. Bashashati M, Andrews CN, Chen JDZ, McCallum RW, Koch KL. Gastric electrophysiology. Expert 
Rev Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2026 May;20(5):459-473. doi: 10.1080/17474124.2026.2663975. Epub 
2026 Apr 28. PMID: 42018791. 

42. Borges JC, Dadhania K. Aspirin or Clopidogrel? Rethinking the Default Strategy for Secondary 
Prevention of Coronary Artery Disease. Curr Cardiol Rep. 2026 Apr 9;28(1):47. doi: 
10.1007/s11886-026-02364-6. PMID: 41954770. 

43. Botros M, Tiji M, Lange R. Muvalaplin: A Novel Oral Therapy for Targeted Reduction of Plasma 
Lipoprotein(a). Cardiovasc Hematol Disord Drug Targets. 2026 Jan 21. doi: 
10.2174/011871529X418596251201142137. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 41588884. 

44. Duggal S, Kalas M, Eldesouki MH, Kalas MA, Elhanafi SE. Role of Endoscopic Ultrasonography in 
Management of Pancreaticobiliary Cancers: Recent Trends and Advances. Cancers (Basel). 2026 
Jun 7;18(12):1864. doi: 10.3390/cancers18121864. PMID: 42352399. 

45. Elchouemi M, Lange RA, Fadah K. Zerlasiran for Lipoprotein(a) Reduction: Mechanisms, 
Evidence, and Future Directions. Cardiovasc Hematol Disord Drug Targets. 2026 May 12. 
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J Clin Oncol. 2026;44(7_suppl):5. doi:10.1200/JCO.2026.44.7_suppl.5 

170. Syed S, Pustake M, Khosla AA, Harisingani A. Inhaled Vasodilators vs Systemic Therapies in 
Pulmonary Hypertension Secondary to COPD: A Systematic Review and Meta Analysis. Chest 
2025; October 19-22, 2025; Chicago, IL. Accepted for Poster Presentation  

171. Tavarez CN, Khasawneh B, Eysha M, Twyman J, Elchouemi M, Ali MA, Elsaka H, Abdelmoeti I, 
Elhanafi SE. Su1901 Risk of exocrine pancreatic insufficiency in pancreatic cancer and the impact 
of tumor location: A real-world matched cohort study. Gastrointestinal Endoscopy. 2026 May 
1;103(5):S-2220. https://www.giejournal.org/article/S0016-5107(26)05198-9/fulltext 

https://doi.org/10.1200/JCO.2026.44.16_suppl.e23445
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172. Tobin C, Tidwell E, Pustake M, Oyebanji O, Dhillon R, Lanka M, Ntukidem OL, Afrifa-Yamoah J, 
Ogedegbe OJ. Temporal evolution of prostate cancer incidence and incidence-based mortality 
from 2000 to 2022: A retrospective analysis by race and age at diagnosis based on USPSTF 
screening guidelines. [POSTER] Presented at: 2026 ASCO Annual Meeting; May 29–June 2, 2026; 
Chicago, IL. Genitourinary Cancer—Prostate, Testicular, and Penile. J Clin Oncol. 2026;44(suppl 
16):abstr 5124. 

173. Togra A, Deshmukh I, Lee B, Toribio A, Choday S, Ingawale S, Robles A. Trends in eosinophilic 
esophagitis clinical research: Cross section analysis of clinicaltrials.gov registered studies. 
Presented at the American College of Gastroenterology (ACG) Annual Meeting 2025; Phoenix, AZ 

174. Togra A, de Jesus AT, Deshmukh IA, Mody S, Choday S, Ingawale S, Robles A. S2477 Limited 
Approvals in MASLD Highlight the Need to Reevaluate FDA Guidance for Outcome Measures. 
Official journal of the American College of Gastroenterology| ACG. 2025 Oct 1;120(10S2):S532. 

175. Togra A, de Jesus AT, Guzman J, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. S6312 Misleading Signs of Portal 
Hypertension: A Hidden Case of Gastric Linitis Plastica. Official journal of the American College 
of Gastroenterology| ACG. 2025 Oct 1;120(10S2):S1345. 

176. Togra A, Jurado A, Kalas M, Choday S, Sotelo J, Robles A. S2972 Understanding the 
Language Gap: Patient Comprehension of GI Terms in Clinical Practice. The American Journal of 
Gastroenterology 120(10S2):p S639, October 2025. | DOI: 10.14309/01.ajg.0001139348.22264.a7. 
Poster presented at: ACG 2025, Phoenix, Arizona, October 2025. 

177. Togra A, Kalas M, de Jesus AT, Guzman J, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. S5514 Rare 
Extrahepatic Biliary Obstruction Caused by a Common Lesion: A Large Simple Hepatic Cyst. 
Official journal of the American College of Gastroenterology| ACG. 2025 Oct 1;120(10S2):S1176. 

178. Togra A, Kalas MA, Garrison K, Robles A, Estrada P, Thosani N, Elhanafi SE. S74 Comparative 
Effectiveness of Neuromodulation and Pharmacotherapy in Chronic Pancreatitis Pain: Systemic 
Review and Insights From Published Literature. Official journal of the American College of 
Gastroenterology| ACG. 2025 Oct 1;120(10S2):S16. 

179. Togra A, Kalas M, Jambula G, Mendoza E, Zuckerman M, Robles A, Elhanafi SE. Sa1345: 
Analysis of upper gastrointestinal adverse events among glp-1 receptor agonists reported in us 
fda adverse event reporting system: focus on gerd, peptic ulcer and hematemesis. 
Gastroenterology. 2025 May 3;169(1):S-447.  

180. Togra A, Kalas M, Jurado A, et al. Trends and design aspects of ongoing AI-related clinical 
research in gastroenterology – Analysis of studies registered in clinical trial registry. Poster 
presented at: DDW 2025, San Diego, California, May 2025 

181. Togra A, Kalas M, Jurado A, Eysha M, Torribio A, Kalas MA, Zuckerman M, Elhanafi SE, 
Robles A. Trends and design aspects of ongoing artificial intelligence related clinical research in 
gastroenterology - Analysis of studies registered in clinical trial registry. Gastroenterology. 
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2025;169(1):S644. doi: 10.1016/S0016-5085(25)02417-5. Poster presented at: DDW 2025, San 
Diego, California, May 2025. 

182. Togra A, Kalas M, Toribio de Jesus A, Guzman J, Zuckerman MJ, Elhanafi SE. S5514 Rare 
Extrahepatic Biliary Obstruction Caused by a Common Lesion: A Large Simple Hepatic Cyst. 
American Journal of Gastroenterology. 2025 Oct;120(10S2):S1176-. DOI: 
10.14309/01.ajg.0001149516.69826.7c . Poster presented at: ACG 2025, Phoenix, Arizona, 
October 2025. 

183. Togra A, Mostafa E, Gulla V, Kalas M, Jurado A, Choday S, Tahir M. Pilot study of HIV and 
Hepatitis C screening trends in outpatient settings: Retrospective analysis to inform future QI 
initiatives. American College of Gastroenterology (ACG) Annual Meeting 2025; Phoenix, AZ 

184. Twyman J, Elchouemi M, Eysha M, Chaparro S, Youssef MY, Bayram S, Ali MA, Elsaka AA, 
Abdelmoeti I, Kalas MA, Elhanafi SE. SA1700 Treatment modality selection and outcomes for 
achalasia in patients with Cirrhosis: A multi-center retrospective cohort study. Gastroenterology. 
2026 May 1;170(6):S-1822. https://www.gastrojournal.org/article/S0016-5085(26)04401-
X/fulltext 

185. Vaishnavi Kattamuri LP, Duvvuru SR, Desai R, Rajachandran MS. SAT-451 Iatrogenic Adrenal 
Insufficiency Masquerading as Refractory Shock. Journal of the Endocrine Society. 2025 
Oct;9(Supplement_1):bvaf149-319.  Poster presented at ENDO 2025 on 7/12/25 San Francisco, 
CA 

186. Youssef MY, Eldesouki M, Salem A, Abusuliman M, Eysha M, Ali MA, Elgozair M, Elsaka HA, 
Elhanafi SE. S3182 Early Onset Gastric Cancer in Young Americans: Three Decades of Change 
and Future Risk Projections. Official journal of the American College of Gastroenterology| ACG. 
2025 Oct 1;120(10S2):S685. DOI: 10.14309/01.ajg.0001140188.39702.da 

187. Youssef MY, Elgozair M, Abdaltawab A, Ali SA, Elnaggar MAB, Eysha M, et al. S466 Rising Early-
Onset Colorectal Cancer in the US (Ages 20-49): The Role of Diet and Metabolic Risk Factors. 
American Journal of Gastroenterology. 2025; 120(10S2). 
DOI: 10.14309/01.ajg.0001129324.44691.91 

REGIONAL MEETINGS 

1. Garikiparthy VY, Pustake M, Mendoza E, Rondla M, Edwards B. Malignancy-associated internal 
jugular venous thrombosis following chemoradiation for oropharyngeal carcinoma. Poster 
presented at: AFMR/WSPR 2026 Western Medical Research Conference;January 15–17, 2026; 
Carmel, California. Abstract P130. 

2. Garikiparthy VY, Pustake M. Disparities in pulmonary embolism mortality in US-Mexico border 
regions: A population-based study. Poster presented at: AFMR/WSPR 2026 Western Medical 
Research Conference; January 15–17, 2026; Carmel, California. Abstract P133. 
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3. George N, Russo K, Jurado A, Chirrareddy Y, Pinon A, Dey R (2025). Rapidly Progressive HHV-
8 Positive Multicentric Castleman Disease in HIV, Complicated by Tumor Lysis Syndrome, 
Refractory Effusions, and Fatal Cardiac Arrest. Presented at Austin American College of Physicians 
Chapter 

4. Pustake M, Ganiyani MA, Khosla AA, Garje R. Aging and global cancer burden: A population-
based comparative situation analysis and predictions from GLOBOCAN and UN databases. 
[POSTER] Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health 
Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

5. Sharma K, Pustake M, Kattamuri L, Deoker A. Outcomes of hospitalization in pneumococcal 
disease in hematological malignancies: A retrospective cohort study. [POSTER]. Presented at: 
American College of Physicians – Texas Chapter Annual Meeting; November 7, 2025; Austin, 
Texas. Awarded best poster and selected to represent the state of Texas in the National ACP 
Annual Meeting. 

6. Torres, J., Ada, R., Mendoza, E., Sharma, K., Luna-Ceron, E., Kattamuri, L., & Deoker, A. Measles 
in the Modern Era: Clinical Lessons from a Re-Emerging Infection. Conference: 2025 American 
College of Physicians (ACP) Texas Chapter Annual Scientific Meeting: November 8, 2025; Austin, 
Texas.  

LOCAL MEETINGS  

1. Duvvuru SR, Luna Ceron E, Kattamuri L, Deoker A, Hechanova A, Edwards B. Strengthening 
teamwork and communication through interprofessional simulation among internal medicine 
residents: A quality improvement project. Oral presentation presented at: TTUHSC El Paso 
Research Symposium; 2026 Apr 29; El Paso, TX. 

2. Garikiparthy V, Ofori B, Pustake M. Disparities in mortality associated with disseminated 
intravascular coagulation in the United States. [POSTER] Presented at: West Texas Health 
Disparities Research Symposium 2025, Texas Tech University Health Science Center Poster 
Presentation; November 8, 2025. 

3. Garikiparthy V, Ofori B, Pustake M. Disparities in pulmonary embolism mortality in border 
communities in the United States. [POSTER] Presented at: West Texas Health Disparities Research 
Symposium 2025, Texas Tech University Health Science Center Poster Presentation; November 8, 
2025. 

4. Gulla V. Metformin, Missed B12, and Missed Opportunities: When Quality Improvement Needs 
Improvement presented at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso Research 
Symposium; April 29, 2026. El Paso, TX  

5. Gulla V, Pustake M, Ogedegbe OJ, Saowapa S. Diabetes mellitus as a contributing cause of death 
in pancreatic cancer patients: A 20-year retrospective analysis. [POSTER] Presented at: Global 
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Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, 
TX. 

6. Gulla V, Pustake M, Tiwari N, Ogedegbe OJ, Dey R, Khosla AA, Morye Y. Epidemiology of colon 
cancer deaths complicated by hematologic disorders in the United States: A National Vital 
Statistics System analysis. [POSTER] Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech 
University Health Global Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

7. Mendoza E, Gulla V, Pustake M, Morye Y. Microbiome-related gastrointestinal cancers and 
survival: Racial and geographic inequities from a population-based analysis. [POSTER] Presented 
at: West Texas Health Disparities Research Symposium 2025, Texas Tech University Health 
Science  

8. Nehete S. Resident-Led Initiative to Mitigate Stress and Improve Wellness Among Internal 
Medicine Residents: Quality Improvement study. Oral presentation presented at: TTUHSC El Paso 
Research Symposium; 2026 Apr 28; El Paso, TX. 

9. Patel S, Pustake M, Ganiyani MA, Garje R. Factors associated with radical prostatectomy 
utilization: A population-based analysis of 1.26 million male patients (2000–2022). [POSTER] 
Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health Societies; 
March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

10. Patel S, Pustake M, Ganiyani MA, Garje R. Factors Associated with Radical Prostatectomy 
Utilization: A Population-Based Analysis of 1.26 Million Male Patients (2000-2022)Presented at: 
Global Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health Societies; March 13th, 
2026; El Paso, TX. 

11. Patel S, Pustake M, Ongsyping S, Garje R. Clinical and social determinants of definitive surgical 
management in bladder cancer: A two-decade population-based analysis from the United States. 
[POSTER] Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health 
Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

12. Pustake M, Patel S, Edwards B. Is it paraneoplastic ITP or marrow failure? A case of refractory 
thrombocytopenia in dual malignancy. [POSTER] Presented at: Institutional Research Symposium, 
Texas Tech University Health Science Center Poster Presentation; April 29, 2026. 

7. Pustake M, Addula M, Ganiyani MA, Garje R. Global cancer burden in adolescents and young 
adults based on human development index and income status. [POSTER] Presented at: Global 
Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, 
TX. 

8. Pustake M, Ganiyani M, Khosla AA, Garje R. Aging and global cancer burden: A population-based 
comparative situation analysis and predictions from GLOBOCAN and UN databases. 
[ORAL/PODIUM] Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global 
Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 
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9. Pustake M, Patel S, Edwards B. Is It Paraneoplastic ITP or Marrow Failure? A Case of Refractory 
Thrombocytopenia in Dual Malignancy. Institutional Research Symposium. Texas Tech University 
Health Science Center Poster Presentation. 4/29/2026. 

13. Pustake M, Sharma K. Deep Venous Thrombosis Prophylaxis in Inpatient Setting. 
[ORAL/PODIUM] Oral Presentation as a Quality Improvement Initiative in Residency Program; 
August 5, 2025; Texas Tech University Health Science Center, El Paso, TX. 

14. Pustake M. PLADO Trial: Dose of Prophylactic Platelet Transfusions and Prevention of 
Hemorrhage. [ORAL/PODIUM] Journal Club Meeting in the Residency Program; November 19, 
2025; Texas Tech University Health Science Center, El Paso, TX. 

15. Pustake M. Translocation Renal Cell Carcinoma. [ORAL/PODIUM] Tumor Board Oral 
Presentation; May 15, 2026; Texas Tech University Health Science Center, El Paso, TX. 

16. Pustake M. Refractory Paraneoplastic Immune Thrombocytopenia. [ORAL/PODIUM] Tumor 
Board Oral Presentation; May 15, 2026; Texas Tech University Health Science Center, El Paso, TX. 

17. Railkar A, Pustake M, Patel S, Garje R. Demographic disparities in preferred place of death 
among bladder cancer patients. [POSTER] Presented at: Global Health Conference, Texas Tech 
University Health Global Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

18. Railkar A, Pustake M, Patel S, Garje R. Geographic disparities in kidney cancer mortality along 
the US-Mexico border region. [ORAL/PODIUM and POSTER] Presented at: Global Health 
Conference, Texas Tech University Health Global Health Societies; March 13, 2026; El Paso, TX. 

19. Sharma K. Academic performance and Post-residency Texas state retention across 8 Internal 
Medicine Cohorts. Presented at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso Research 
Symposium; April 29, 2026. El Paso, TX 

20. Torres J, Patel P, Ravela N, Duvvuru, SR, Luna-Ceron E, Kattamuri L, Deoker A. Transition of 
Care – Mitigating Communication Errors (Transition of Care Quality Improvement Project) 
Presented at Texas Tech University Health Sciences Center El Paso Research Symposium; April 
29, 2026. El Paso, TX 
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OPEN, ACTIVE, ONGOING RESEARCH 

GRANT FUNDED  
1. A multicenter double blind randomized placebo controlled parallel study to assess the 

efficacy of 5 HT4 agonist prucalopride for the treatment of diabetic and idiopathic 
gastroparesis. PI- Irene Sarosiek, MD National Institutes of Health - National Institute of 
Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIH/NIDDK) 07/01/2022 – 06/30/2027 
$2,384,000  

 
FY21 $400,000 
FY22 $400,000 
FY23 $400,000 
FY24 $400,000 
FY25 $384,000 
FY26 $400,000 

 $2,3874,000 
 

2. Characterization and Clinical Course of Symptoms and Gastric Emptying in Pediatric 
Participants with Symptoms of Gastroparesis PI- Irene Sarosiek, MD National Institutes of 
Health – National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive Kidney Diseases (NIH/NIDDK) 
08/15/2023 – 07/31/2026 $123,600  

 
FY24 $61,800 
FY25 $61,800 
FY26 $61,800 

 $185,400 

3. Low dose Colchicine in patients with Peripheral artery disease to assess residual vascular risk 
PI- Debabrata Mukherjee, MD National Institutes of Health- National Heart Lung and Blood 
Institute (NIH/NIDDK) 09/01/2025- 08/31/2029 $29,954.24 

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL MEDICINE SMALL PROJECTS FUNDED  

Cycle 16 

• Dr Ahbinav Vulisha: Enhancing Diabetes Management through digital goal tracking in an 
underserved population 
 

• Dr Nils Nickel: D-Dimer Levels in Hispanic Patients as a Biomarker in Acute Pulmonary 
Embolism  
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PHARMACEUTICALLY SPONSORED CLINICAL RESARCH STUDIES  

1. A Phase 3, Randomized multicenter open label two are study to evaluate the pharmacokinetics 
efficacy and safety of subcutanouse administration of the fixed dose combination of 
pertuzumab and trastuzumab and chemotherapy in patients with her2 positive early 
Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Genentech, Inc. Site Investigator: Sumit Gaur, MD  

2. A Phase 3 Randomized Controlled Study of Renal Autologous Cell Therapy (REACT) In Subjects 
With Type 2 Diabetes And Chronic Kidney Disease. Pharmaceutical Sponsor: ProKidney Site 
Investigator: Fernanda Payan-Schober, MD  

3. IMPACT on Revascularization Outcomes of intravascular ultrasound guided treatment of 
complex lesions and economic impact. Pharmaceutical Sponsor: MedStar Health Research 
Institute. Site Investigator: Manu Rajachandran, MD  

4. A Phase 3 Double Blind Randomized Placebo Controlled Study of Levosimendan in Pulmonary 
Hypertension Patients With Heart Failure With PH HFpEF Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Medpace 
Inc.. Site Investigator: Nils Nickel, MD  
 

5. A Phase 3 Randomized Double blind Placebo controlled Event driven Study to Demonstrate 
the Efficacy and Safety of Milvexian an Oral Factor Xia Inhibitor After a Recent Acute Coronary 
Syndrome Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Janssen Pharmaceutical. Site Investigator: Jorge Borges, 
MD  

6. A Randomized DoubleBlind PlaceboControlled Multicenter Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and 
Safety of CIN102 Deudomperidone in Adult Subjects with Diabetic Gastroparesis 
Investigational Product CIN102 deudomperidone Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Medpace. Site 
Investigator: Irene Sarosiek, MD  

7. A Phase III, Multicentre, Randomised, Double-blind, Parallel-group, Placebo-controlled Study 
to Evaluate the Efficacy and Safety of Tozorakimab (MEDI3506) in Patients Hospitalised for 
Viral Lung Infection Requiring Supplemental Oxygen (TILIA). Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Astra 
Zeneca Site Investigator: Sheldon Rao, MD  

8. Evaluation of Safety and Thrombotic Effect of Ascending doses of TS23 in subjects with 
intermediate risk acute pulmonary embolism Pharmaceutical Sponsor: Translational 
Sciences; Site Investigator: Nils Nickel, MD  
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