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Procedure: Do Not Use Abbreviation List Procedure #: EP 5.7A

Effective Date: Last Revision Date: June 2024

References: EP 5.7, Medical Record Abbreviations

TTUHSC EI Paso Ambulatory Clinic Policies and Procedures Website:
https://ttuhscep.edu/opp/default.aspx

Abbreviation Incorrect Example Correct Example

1) U (unit) Insulin5u Insulin 5 units
Do not use “U” for unit as it can be mistaken for a “0”

2) 1U (international unit) vitamin E 400 1U vitamin E 400

Do not use “IU” for international unit as it can be mistaken for “IV” or “10”

3) Q.D. (everyday) qd daily

Do not use “qd” for everyday as it can be mistaken for “qid” or “qod”

4) Q.0.D. god every other day

Do not use “qod” for every other day as it can be mistaken for “qid”

5) Trailing Zeros warfarin 1.0 mg warfarin 1 mg
Do not use a trailing zero after the decimal point as the decimal point may be missed

6) Leading Zeros hydromorphone .5 mg hydromorphone 0.5 mg
Use a leading zero before the decimal point as the decimal point may be missed

7) MS MS 1 mg morphine 1 mg

Do not use “MS” for morphine sulfate as it can be mistaken for magnesium sulfate

8) MSOq MSO4 1 mg magnesium sulfate 1 mg

Do not use “MSO4” for magnesium sulfate as it can be mistaken for morphine sulfate

9) MgSOq4 MgSO42g magnesium sulfate 2 g

Do not use “MgS0O.4” for magnesium sulfate as it can be mistaken for morphine sulfate

Exception: A “trailing zero” may be used only where required to demonstrate the level of precision

of the value being reported, such as for laboratory results, imaging studies that report size of lesions,

or catheter/tube sizes. It may not be used in medications orders or other medication-related
documentation.
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